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The Structure of Inequality 

Class, Status, and Power: Marxist Approaches and Responses 

Marx, Karl. In Grusky's Social Stratification, 2nd edition. 

 "Alienation and Social Classes," pp. 87-91 
 "Classes in Capitalism and Pre-Capitalism," pp 91-101 
 "Ideology and Class," pp. 101-102 
 "Value and Surplus Value," pp. 103-105 

Weber, Max. In Grusky's Social Stratification, 2nd edition. 

 "Class, Status, and Party," pp. 132-142. 
 "Status Groups and Classes," pp. 142-145 
 "Open and Closed Relationships," 146-148 
 "The Rationalization of Education and Training," pp. 150-152 

Mills, C. Wright. 1956. The Power Elite. Oxford University Press. Chapters 1 and 12. Or pp. 
202-211 in Grusky's Social Stratification, 2nd edition. 

Dahrendorf, Ralf. 1959. Class and Class Conflict in Industrial Society. Stanford University 
Press. Preface and chapters 4-6. Or pp. 105-111 in Grusky's Social Stratification, 2nd 
edition. 

Burawoy, Michael. 1978. "Toward a Marxist Theory of the Labor Process: Braverman and 
Beyond." Politics and Society 8: 247-312. 

Domhoff, G. William. 1978. The Powers That Be. Vintage. Preface and chapters 1, 3. 

Parkin, Frank. 1979. Marxism and Class Theory: A Bourgeois Critique. Columbia University 
Press. Chapters 4-5. Or pp. 162-177 in Grusky's Social Stratification, 2nd edition. 

Myles, John and Adnan Turegun. 1994. "Comparative Studies in Class Structure." Annual 
Review of Sociology 20: 103-24. 

Wright, Erik Olin. 1996. Class Counts. Cambridge University Press. Chapters 1-3, 17. 

Grusky, David B. and Jesper B. Sørensen. 1998. "Can Class Analysis Be Salvaged?" American 
Journal of Sociology 103: 1187-1234. Or pp. 183-194 in Grusky's Social Stratification, 2nd 
edition. 

Portes, Alejandro, 2000. "The Resilient Importance of Class: A Nominalist Interpretation."  Pp. 
249-84 in Political Power and Social Theory, edited by Diane E. Davis. JAI  Press. 
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Inequality, Poverty, Material Deprivation, and Intragenerational Mobility 

Description and Measurement 

Brady, David. 2003. "Rethinking the Sociological Measurement of Poverty." Social Forces 81: 
715-752. 

Whelan, Christopher T., Richard Layte, and Bertrand Maitre. 2004. "Understanding the 
Mismatch between Income Poverty and Deprivation: A Dynamic Comparative Analysis." 
European Sociological Review 20: 287-302. 

Gangl, Markus. 2005. "Income Inequality, Permanent Incomes, and Income Dynamics: 
Comparing Europe to the United States." Work and Occupations 32: 140-1162. 

Iceland, John and Kurt Bauman. 2007. "Income Poverty and Material Hardship." Journal of 
Socio-Economics 36: 376-396. 

Mishel, Lawrence, Jared Bernstein, and Sylvia Allegretto. 2007. The State of Working America, 
2006-07. ILR Press. Chapters 1, 2, 5, 6. 

Supply and Demand Factors: Technological Change, Globalization, Immigration, Female Labor 
Force Participation, Winner-Take-All Markets 

Frank, Robert H. and Philip J. Cook. 1995. The Winner-Take-All Society. Penguin. Chapter 1 
(pp. 1-7), 4, 5. 

Morris, Martina and Bruce Western. 1999. "Inequality in Earnings at the Close of the Twentieth 
Century." Annual Review of Sociology 25: 623-657. 

Handel, Michael. 2003. "Skills Mismatch in the Labor Market." Annual Review of Sociology 29: 
135-165. 

Distribution of Jobs Across Space, Sectors, and Households 

Bluestone, Barry and Bennett Harrison. 1982. The Deindustrialization of America. Basic Books. 
Chapter 1. 

Wilson, William Julius. 1987. "Social Change and Dislocations in the Inner City." Chapter 2 in 
The Truly Disadvantaged. University of Chicago Press. 

Grant, Don and Michael Wallace. 1994. "The Political Economy of Manufacturing Growth and 
Decline across the American States, 1970-1985." Social Forces 73: 33-63. 

Alderson, Arthur S. and François Nielsen. 2002. "Globalization and the Great U-Turn: Income 
Inequality Trends in 16 OECD Countries." American Journal of Sociology 107: 1244-1299. 

Wright, Erik Olin and Rachel Dwyer. 2003. "The Patterns of Job Expansions in the United 
States: A Comparison of the 1960s and 1990s." Socio-Economic Review 1: 289-325. 

Kenworthy, Lane. 2004. "The End of Equality?" Chapter 3 in Egalitarian Capitalism. Russell 
Sage Foundation. 

Esping-Andersen, Gøsta. 2007. "Sociological Explanations of Changing Income Distributions." 
American Behavioral Scientist 50: 639-658. 
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Sorenson, Jesper. 2007. "Organizational Diversity, Labor Markets, and Wage Inequality." 
American Behavioral Scientist 50: 659-676. 

Wage-Setting and Other Institutions 

Rueda, David and Jonas Pontusson. 2000. "Wage Inequality and Varieties of Capitalism." World 
Politics 52: 350-383. 

Devroye, Dan and Richard Freeman. 2002. "Does Inequality in Skills Explain Inequality of 
Earnings Across Advanced Countries?" CEP Discussion Paper 0552. Centre for Economic 
Performance, London School of Economics. 

DiPrete, Thomas A. 2002. "Life Course Risks, Mobility Regimes, and Mobility Consequences: A 
Comparison of Sweden, Germany, and the United States." American Journal of Sociology 
108: 267-309. 

Oskarsson, Sven. 2005. "Divergent Trends and Different Causal Logics: The Importance of 
Bargaining Centralization When Explaining Earnings Inequality Across Advanced 
Democratic Societies." Politics and Society 33: 359-385. 

Government Policy 

Murray, Charles. 1984. Losing Ground: American Social Policy, 1950-1980. Basic Books. 
Chapters 4, 12, 16. 

Jencks, Christopher. 1992. Rethinking Social Policy: Race, Poverty, and the Underclass. 
Harvard University Press. Introduction and chapter 2. 

Edin, Kathryn, and Laura Lein. 1997. "Welfare, Work, and Economic Survival Strategies." 
American Sociological Review 61: 253-266. 

Korpi, Walter and Joakim Palme. 1998. "The Paradox of Redistribution and Strategies of 
Equality: Welfare State Institutions, Inequality, and Poverty in the Western Countries." 
American Sociological Review 63: 661-687. 

Goodin, Robert E., Bruce Headey, Ruud Muffels, and Henk-Jan Dirven. 1999. The Real Worlds 
of Welfare Capitalism. Cambridge University Press. Chapters 1-9, 16. 

Wolff, Edward N. 2002. Top Heavy. Updated edition. New Press. 

Moller, Stephanie, David Bradley, Evelyne Huber, François Nielsen, and John D. Stephens. 
2003. "Determinants of Relative Poverty in Advanced Capitalist Democracies." American 
Sociological Review 68: 22-51. 

Kenworthy, Lane. 2004. "An Equality-Incomes Tradeoff?" Chapter 6 in Egalitarian Capitalism. 
Russell Sage Foundation. 

Within-Country vs. Between-Country Effects 

Firebaugh, Glenn. 2000. "The Trend in Between-Nation Income Inequality." Annual Review of 
Sociology 26: 323-339. 

Bergesen, Albert J. and Michelle Bata. 2002. "Global and National Inequality: Are They 
Connected?" Journal of World-Systems Research 8: 130-144. 
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Milanovic, Branko. 2006. Worlds Apart: Measuring International and Global Inequality. 
Princeton University Press. 

Determinants of Attainment 

"Status Attainment" Approaches 

Blau, Peter and Otis Dudley Duncan. 1967. The American Occupational Structure. Wiley. Pp. 
115-128, 163-177. Or pp. 390-403 in Grusky's Social Stratification, 2nd edition. 

Featherman, David and Robert Hauser. 1978. Opportunity and Change. Academic Press. 
Chapters 1 and 5. Or pp. 325-335 in Grusky's Social Stratification, 2nd edition. 

Horan, Patrick. 1978. "Is Status Attainment Research Atheoretical?" American Sociological 
Review 43: 534-541. 

Jencks, Christopher. 1980. "Structural Versus Individual Explanations of Inequality: Where Do 
We Go from Here?" Contemporary Sociology 9: 762-767. 

Breiger, Ronald. 1981. "The Social Class Structure of Occupational Mobility." American Journal 
of Sociology 87: 578-611. 

Knottnerus, David. 1987. "Status Attainment Research and Its Image of Society." American 
Sociological Review 52: 113-121. 

Erikson, Robert and John H. Goldthorpe. 1992. The Constant Flux: A Study of Class Mobility in 
Industrial Societies. Clarendon Press. Or pp. 344-372 in Grusky's Social Stratification, 2nd 
edition. 

"Symposium on The American Occupational Structure: Reflections after Twenty-Five Years." 
1992. Contemporary Sociology 21: 596-667. Articles by Blau (pp. 596-598), Sewell and 
Hauser (pp. 598-603), Goodman and Clogg (pp. 609-622), and Mare (pp. 654-658). 

Breiger, Ronald. 1995. "Social Structure and the Phenomenology of Attainment." Annual Review 
of Sociology 21: 115-136. 

Torche, Florencia. 2005. "Social Mobility in Chile in Comparative Perspective." American 
Sociological Review 70: 422-450. 

Labor Markets and the Economy 

Kallerberg, Arne and Aage Sorensen. 1979. "The Sociology of Labor Markets." Annual Review 
of Sociology 5: 351-79. 

Smith, Michael R. 1990. "What is New in 'New Structuralist' Analyses of Earnings?" American 
Sociological Review 55: 827-841. 

Sorensen, Aage B. 1990. "Throwing the Sociologists Out? A Reply to Smith." American 
Sociological Review 55: 842-845. 

Gerber, Ted. 2002. "Structural Change and Post-Socialist Stratification: Labor Market 
Transitions in Contemporary Russia." American Sociological Review 67: 629-659. 
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Hodson and Roscigno. 2004. "Organizational Success and Worker Dignity: Complementary or 
Contradictory?" American Journal of Sociology 110: 672-708. 

Organizations 

Kanter, Rosabeth Moss. 1977. "Some Effects of Proportions on Group Life." American Journal 
of Sociology 82: 965-990. 

Baron, James N. and William T. Bielby. 1980. "Bringing the Firm Back In." American 
Sociological Review 45: 737-765. 

Baron, James N. 1984. "Organizational Perspectives on Stratification." Annual Review of 
Sociology 10: 37-69. 

Althauser, Robert. 1989. "Internal Labor Markets." Annual Review of Sociology 15: 143-161. 

Ishida, Hiroshi, K.H. Su, and Seymour Spilerman. 2002. "Models of Career Advancement in 
Organizations." European Sociological Review 18: 179-198. 

Matching Persons with Jobs 

Granovetter, Mark. 1974. Getting a Job. University of Chicago Press. Chapters 1-2. 

Lin, Nan, John C. Vaughn, and Walter Ensel. 1981. "Social Resources and Occupational Status 
Attainment." Social Forces 59: 1163-1181. 

Cognitive Ability 

Herrnstein, Richard and Charles Murray. 1994. The Bell Curve. Free Press. Introduction, 
chapters 1-7 and 13-14, Afterword. 

Fisher, Claude, et al. 1996. Inequality by Design: Cracking the Bell Curve Myth. Princeton 
University Press. Chapters 1-5. 

Esping-Andersen, Gøsta. 2004. "Unequal Opportunities and the Mechanisms of Social 
Inheritance." Pp. 289-314 in Generational Income Mobility in North America and Europe, 
edited by Miles Corak. Cambridge University Press. 

Noncognitive Traits and Skills 

MacLeod, Jay. 1995. Ain't No Makin' It: Aspirations and Attainment in a Low-Income 
Neighborhood. Westview Press. Or pp. 421-434 in Grusky's Social Stratification, 2nd 
edition. 

Bowles, Samuel and Herbert Gintis. 2002. "Schooling in Capitalist America Revisited." 
Sociology of Education 75: 1-18. 

Farkas, George. 2003. "Cognitive Skills and Noncognitive Traits and Behaviors in Stratification 
Processes." Annual Review of Sociology 29: 541-562. 
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Parental Income and Assets 

Corcoran, Mary. 1995. "Rags to Rags: Poverty and Mobility in the United States." Annual 
Review of Sociology 21: 237-267. 

Mayer, Susan E. 1996. What Money Can't Buy: Family Income and Children's Life Chances. 
Harvard University Press. Chapters 1, 3, 9. 

Conley, Dalton. 1999. Being Black, Living in the Red: Race, Wealth, and Social Policy in 
America. University of California Press. Chapters 1-2. 

Breen, Richard and Jon O. Jonsson. 2005. "Inequality of Opportunity in Comparative 
Perspective: Recent Research on Educational Attainment and Social Mobility." Annual 
Review of Sociology 31: 223-243. 

Keister, Lisa. 2005. Getting Rich. Cambridge University Press. Chapter 5. 

Duncan, Greg, Ariel Kalil, Susan E. Mayer, Robin Tepper, and Monique R. Payne. 2006. "The 
Apple Does Not Fall Far from the Tree." Pp. 23-79 in Unequal Chances: Family 
Background and Economic Success, edited by Samuel Bowles, Herbert Gintis, and Melissa 
Osborne Groves. Russell Sage Foundation and Princeton University Press. 

Harding, David J., Christopher Jencks, Leonard M. Lopoo, and Susan E. Mayer. 2006. "The 
Changing Effect of Family Background on the Incomes of American Adults." Pp. 100-144 
in Unequal Chances: Family Background and Economic Success, edited by Samuel Bowles, 
Herbert Gintis, and Melissa Osborne Groves. Russell Sage Foundation and Princeton 
University Press. 

Neighborhoods 

Massey, Douglas and Nancy Denton. 1993. American Apartheid: Segregation and the Making 
of the Underclass. Harvard University Press. Chapters 5-6. 

Wilson, William Julius. 1996. When Work Disappears: The World of the New Urban Poor. 
Vintage. Introduction and chapters 1-5. 

Pebley, Anne R. and Narayan Sastry. 2004. "Neighborhoods, Poverty, and Children's Well-
Being." Pp. 119-145 in Social Inequality, edited by Kathryn M. Neckerman. Russell Sage 
Foundation. 

Work Histories, Careers, and Life-Course Punctuators 

Rosenfeld, Rachel. 1992. "Job Mobility and Career Processes." Annual Review of Sociology 18: 
39-61. 

Bertaux, Daniel and Isabelle Berteaux-Wiame. 1997. "Heritage and Its Lineage: A Case History of 
Transmission and Social Mobility over Five Generations." Chapter 3 in Pathways to Social 
Class: A Qualitative Approach to Social Mobility, edited by Daniel Bertaux and Paul 
Thompson. Oxford University Press. 

Western, Bruce. 2006. "The Labor Market After Prison." Chapter 5 in Punishment and 
Inequality in America. Russell Sage Foundation. 


