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DIEGO F. LEAL 

 
GitHub | ORCID |ResearchGate |Google Scholar |www.diegoleal.info | dflc@arizona.edu 

1145 E. South Campus Drive, Social Sciences Bldg., Rm. 433, Tucson, AZ, 85721 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
  

2024 –    Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Arizona. 

 • Binational Migration Institute, Faculty Affiliate. 

• Center for Latin American Studies, Faculty Affiliate 

• Computational Social Science Graduate Certificate Program, Faculty Affiliate. 

2022 – 2024   Assistant Professor of Sociology, University of Arizona. 

2018 – 2022   Assistant Professor of Sociology, University of South Carolina. 
 

EDUCATION 
  

2018 Ph.D., Sociology, University of Massachusetts.  

                Committee: James A. Kitts (Chair), Joya Misra, Mark C. Pachucki. 

2012 M.A., Political Science (cum laude), Universidad de los Andes.  

             Committee: Mónica Pachón Buitrago (Chair), Miguel García Sánchez, Juan Camilo Cárdenas. 

2010            B.A.,   Political Science, Universidad Nacional de Colombia.  

                Honors thesis chair: Miguel Ángel Herrera Zgaib. 
  

RESEARCH INTERESTS  
  

International Migration, Social Networks, Health Behavior, Latin America, Agent-Based Modeling. 
  

PUBLICATIONS (* = graduate student co-author when published; † = senior corresponding author) 
  

PEER-REVIEWED BOOK 
  

Roll, David, María C. Robayo, Diego F. Leal, Enrique Serrano, Jessika Gómez, Juan C. Escamilla. 
2014. The Latin American Diaspora in Spain, 1997–2007. Bogotá: Editorial Universidad del Rosario. (In 
Spanish). 
  

PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES 
 

Leal, Diego F. 2026. “Locating Cultural Holes Brokers in Diffusion Dynamics Across Bright 
Symbolic Boundaries.” Sociological Methods & Research 55(2): 754-792. [pdf] [online appendix] [data & 
code] [R package]  

 

Cruz-Jiménez, Lizeth,* Kevin A. Carson,* James Thrasher, Katia Gallegos, Dèsirée Vidaña-Pérez, 
Diego F. Leal.† 2026. “Social Network Determinants of Cigarette Forgoing and Quit-Related 
Conversations in a 15-Day Ecological Momentary Assessment Study in Mexico and the US.” Tobacco 

Use Insights (19): 1-12. [pdf] [appendix] 
 

Cruz-Jiménez, Lizeth,* James Thrasher, Victoria Lambert, Diego F. Leal, Rachel Davis, Chih-Hsiang 
Yang. 2026. “Associations of Egocentric Social Network Characteristics with Conversations about 
the Harms of Smoking and the Benefits of Quitting” PLoS One 21(7): e0344453. [pdf] [appendix] 

 

Cruz-Jiménez, Lizeth,* Minji Kim, Dèsirée Vidaña-Pérez, Aishwarya Khemkar, Yanwen Sun, Diego 
F. Leal, Inti Barrientos-Gutiérrez, James Thrasher. 2026. “Evaluating Strategies to Reduce the Effects 
of Pro-e-cigarette Social Media Posts on Risk Perceptions and Susceptibility among Young Adults.” 
Salud Pública de México 68(3): 235-244 [pdf] 

 

https://github.com/dflealc?tab=repositories
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9973-4626
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Diego-Leal
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=pevyTpIAAAAJ
http://www.diegoleal.info/
mailto:dflc@arizona.edu
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jw8egdxywrbwt8cxtysp2/Leal_2026_brokerage_SMR.pdf?rlkey=g81al2j8qoc9t4ye6hh5l9wgl&st=n7co48zf&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/3ib78zydypic1iku54qj5/leal_2025_brokerage_SMR_appendix.docx?rlkey=1virzhlrpgzbqr9msbipsojyz&st=qya96ql5&dl=0
https://www.comses.net/codebases/8be5f544-4049-41aa-b597-47ba8cdd3e6b/releases/1.0.0/
https://www.comses.net/codebases/8be5f544-4049-41aa-b597-47ba8cdd3e6b/releases/1.0.0/
https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/dream/index.html
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epdf/10.1177/1179173X261430211
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1179173X261430211?_gl=1*r9o3k4*_up*MQ..*_ga*NzM5MDEwNTgxLjE3NzM1OTA2MjY.*_ga_60R758KFDG*czE3NzM1OTA2MjUkbzEkZzAkdDE3NzM1OTA2MjUkajYwJGwwJGg1OTEwNDg0MDI.#supplementary-materials
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0344453
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0344453#sec025
https://saludpublica.mx/index.php/spm/article/view/17611/12818
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Vidaña-Perez, Dèsirée, Inti Barrientos-Gutiérrez, Rosibel Rodríguez, Evangelina Díaz, Diego F. 
Leal, Jennifer Unger, Thomas Valente, Jessica Barrington-Trimis, James Thrasher. 2026. “Exposure 
to E-Cigarette Posts Across Social Media Platforms and Its Associations with Susceptibility and e-
Cigarette Use.” JMIR Pediatrics and Parenting (9): e85376. [pdf] [appendix] 

 

Leal, Diego F. and Natalie L. Cadwalader. 2025. “Enforced Disappearance as a Border Management 
Tool: The Case of Border Patrol Detentions of Immigrant and Asylum-Seeking Families in the United 
States.” Journal on Migration and Human Security 13(2): 234-256. [pdf] [online appendix & instrument] 

 

Leal, Diego F. and Nicolas L. Harder.* 2023. “Migration Networks and the Intensity of Global 
Migration Flows, 1990-2015.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 49(2): 445-464. 

 [pdf] [online appendix & data] [code] 
 

• Reprinted in: Deutschmann, Emanuel et al. (Editors). 2024. Computational Research in Ethnic and 
Migration Studies. Routledge [link] 

 

Leal, Diego F. 2021. “Network Inequalities and International Migration in the Americas.” American 
Journal of Sociology 126(5): 1067-1126. [pdf] [online appendix & data] [code] 

 

• James S. Coleman Outstanding Article Award, section on Decision-Making, Social Networks, and Society of the American 
Sociological Association.  

 

Kitts, James A. and Diego F. Leal. 2021. “What is(n’t) a Friend? Dimensions of the Friendship 
Concept among Adolescents.” Social Networks 66: 161-170. [pdf] 

 

Leal, Diego F. and Nicolas L. Harder.* 2021. “Global Dynamics of International Migration Systems 
across South-South, North-North, and North-South Flows, 1990-2015.” Applied Network Science 6(8): 
1-27. [pdf] [appendix & code] 

 

Pachucki, Mark C. and Diego F. Leal. 2020. “Is Having an Educationally Diverse Social Network 
Good for Health?” Network Science 8(3): 418-444. [pdf] [appendix & code] 

 

Leal, Diego F. 2020. “Mass Transit Shutdowns as a Tactical Innovation in Bogotá, Colombia.” Social 
Currents 7(4): 299-309. [pdf] [code] [appendix] 

  

Leal, Diego F., Anthony Paik and Steve Boutcher.
 
2019.

 “
Status and Collaboration: The Case of Pro 

Bono Network Inequalities in Corporate Law,” Social Science Research 84: 102325. [pdf] [data & code] 
  

Leal, Diego F., Ragini S. Malhotra and Joya Misra. 2019 “Visualizing Feminized International 
Migration Flows in the 1990s.” Socius 5: 1-3. [pdf] [data & code] 

 

Kitts, James A., Diego F. Leal, Will Felps, Thomas M. Jones and Shawn L. Berman. 2016. “Greed 
and Fear in Network Reciprocity: Implications for Cooperation among Organizations.” PLoS One 
11(2): e0147264. [pdf] [data & code] 

  

Malhotra, Ragini S., Joya Misra and Diego F. Leal. 2016. “Gender and Reproductive Labor Migration 
in Asia, 1960-2000.” International Journal of Sociology 46(2): 114-140. [pdf] 
 

Leal, Diego F. 2014. “Well-Being, Social Capital, and International Migration: An Exploration of a 
Latin American Spain,” Migraciones 36: 369-401. (In Spanish). [pdf] 

  

Leal, Diego F. and David Roll. 2013. “Think Tanks and Political Parties in Colombia: The 
Constitutional Reforms of 2003 and 2009.” Ciencia Política 16: 89-112. (In Spanish). [pdf] 

 

Roll, David and Diego F. Leal. 2010. “Migration, Co-Development and Social Capital: Guidelines 
for an Integration Strategy of Two Worlds.” Colombia Internacional 72: 89-110. (In Spanish). [pdf] 

  

Roll, David and Diego F. Leal. 2010. “How did a Latin-American and Andean Spain Emerge after 
Eleven Years of Immigration?” Ciencia Política 9: 35-61. (In Spanish). [pdf] 

https://pediatrics.jmir.org/2026/1/e85376
https://pediatrics.jmir.org/2026/1/e85376#app1
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/vas94g7kl0rd3ah1fllpk/leal_cadwalader_2024_enforced_JMHS.pdf?rlkey=l4633ysbfxjh6xg9ejs1ytwoz&st=zk7zqopv&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/astigjnljgc6k2rrti8jj/leal_cadwalader_2024_enforced_JMHS_appendix.pdf?rlkey=xbubzdhc6barjasq0zhkc6mbp&st=xuphzolr&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gkyghtwrgkeqa551xy5qn/Leal_Harder_JEMS_2023.pdf?rlkey=2ve4968wvh9yd1vhccrgyvf0g&dl=0
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/suppl/10.1080/1369183X.2022.2100547?scroll=top
https://github.com/diegoFLeal/migIntensity/blob/main/Model20_code.R
https://www.routledge.com/Computational-Research-in-Ethnic-and-Migration-Studies/Deutschmann-Drouhot-Zuccotti-Zagheni/p/book/9781032875712
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ntt6s1srl5l9llm/MigAmericas_2021.pdf?dl=0
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/suppl/10.1086/713877
https://github.com/diegoFLeal/migAmericas
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fkwn3rwn23e7ngs/friendship_dimensions_2021.pdf?dl=0
https://appliednetsci.springeropen.com/articles/10.1007/s41109-020-00322-x
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gashtpv39kypirv/ANS_Appendix.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/pqay6cplnsa327e/network_Diversity%282020%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/oxcc61nut5q0ian/Net_Diversity%282020%29_appendix.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xwpn2tmjleyvqvx/TM_shutdowns.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3l3xorqvlvnbsrf/logfile.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/iw3hiuwi5jfa6he/Appendix_E.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ef0001dp2kzs8yd/probono%282019%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X19300857?via%3Dihub#ec-research-data
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2378023118819940
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/suppl/10.1177/2378023118819940
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0147264
http://www.jameskitts.com/pages/PLOSONE2016/
http://diegoleal.info/files/gender_reproductive_labor_migration_Asia_1960_2000(2016).pdf
http://diegoleal.info/files/ELA_2014_migraciones.pdf
http://diegoleal.info/files/Leal_Roll_CienciaPolitica2013.pdf
http://diegoleal.info/files/Leal_Roll_ColombiaInternacional2010.pdf
http://diegoleal.info/files/Leal_Roll_CienciaPolitica2010.pdf
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BOOK CHAPTERS & PAPERS IN WORKING PAPER SERIES 
  

Leal, Diego F. 2013. “The Dual Infrastructure of Protest Behavior in Bogotá:  Transmilenio, Social 
Capital, and Collective Dissent in the Colombian Capital.” Documentos dePolítica No. 22, Universidad de 
los Andes (Bogotá). (In Spanish). [pdf] 
  

Leal, Diego F., Camilo Camacho, Ángela Bohórquez and Steffany López. 2012. “The Return 
Migration of Colombians from Spain: A Social Capital Approach.” In Research Results: Unal 
Researchers 2009-2010, pp. 41-81. Bogotá: Unibiblos. (In Spanish). [pdf] 
  

OTHER PUBLICATIONS  
  

Policy Report: Enforced Disappearance as Border Managing Tool in the US. 2025. Center for Migration 
Studies & Univ. of Arizona Binational Migration Institute [link] (with Natalie Cadwalader). 

 

Zosel, Kristen (and 6 other co-authors, including Diego F. Leal). 2025. “Patterning of Musculoskeletal 
Injuries in Battalions. A Sociocentric Network Analysis.” Mil. Medicine [pdf] 

 

Afrodescendant Resistance to Deracination in Colombia: A Review. 2019. Mobilizing Ideas, The Center 
for the Study of Social Movements, University of Notre Dame. [see review] 

  

Becoming Black Political Subjects: A Review. 2017. Mobilizing Ideas, The Center for the Study of Social 
Movements, University of Notre Dame, Summer 2018. [see review] 

 

GRANTS (total awarded amount as Principal Investigator to date: $3,203,220) 
  

2024 – 2029 National Cancer Institute/NIH (R01 CA290828)                                         $2,769,942 

 “Building Stochastic Actor-Oriented Models to Investigate Social Network Influences 
on Youth Nicotine Product Use Transitions and to Simulate Different Intervention 
Effects across Contexts.” 

 Role: Principal Investigator (with J. Thrasher). 
  

2023 – 2026 National Science Foundation (NSF 2241535, 2241536, 2241537)                   $403,730 

“Collaborative Research: HNDS-R Networks and Health Disparities in Delays in 
Diagnosis of Medical Conditions with Ambiguous Symptoms.”  

Role: Principal Investigator (with K. Corcoran & S. Martinez). 
  

2022 – 2025 American Cancer Society (CHERC-MSI-21-167-01)                                     $4,080,000 

“Success, Health, Innovation, and Equity-Arizona Research Center (SHINE-ARC).” 

Role: Co-Investigator (PI: D. Ortiz) 
  

2022 – 2024 Defense Health Agency (HT94022210012)                                                    $1,100,000           

“Examining the Role of Social Networks on Health-Related Behaviors and 
Musculoskeletal-Related Injuries.” 

Role: Co-Investigator (PIs: Westrick; K. Wilburn) 
  

2020 – 2023 National Cancer Institute/NIH (R01 CA215466-S1 Adm. Supplement)        $199,913 

“Evaluation of Cigarette Package Inserts for Communication with Smokers.”  

Role: Co-Investigator (PI: J. Thrasher) 
  

2020 – 2021 American Cancer Society (ACS IRG-17-179-04).                                           $270,000 

“Supporting Outstanding Academic Research Seed Grants at USC (SOAR USC).” 

Subaward: “Communication Interventions and Social Networks for Enhanced 
Communication with Latino Smokers.”                                                           $19,773  

Role: Principal Investigator to the subaward (PI: C. Bennett) 
  

http://diegoleal.info/files/CP_Doc22_01_04_13.pdf
http://diegoleal.info/files/Leal_et_al_KSocial2012.pdf
https://cmsny.org/publications/jmhs-enforced-disappearance-border-patrol-detention/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/c359iubzg77r0cstneul0/Zosel-et-al.-2025_Patterning-of-MSKI_MilMed.pdf?rlkey=mmuwcecgcmz8gbiqlznvv87p5&st=jj1hygal&dl=0
https://mobilizingideas.wordpress.com/2019/07/29/afrodescendant-resistance-to-deracination-in-colombia-a-review/
https://mobilizingideas.wordpress.com/2017/06/26/becoming-black-political-subjects-a-review/
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2010 – 2011 Colombian Agency of Science, Virginia Gutierrez. Junior Researcher Grant $9,513 

“Social Networks, Social Capital, and Return Migration in Colombia.”  

Role: Principal Investigator. 
  

2010 – 2011 Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Institute for Socio-Legal Research Grant.  $7,721 

 “Dynamics of Political Participation in the 2011 Colombian Elections.”  

Role: Principal Investigator. 
   

2009 Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Institute for Socio-Legal Research Grant.   $2,054 

“Return Migration Dynamics in Bogotá.”  

Role: Principal Investigator. 
  

HONORS & FELLOWSHIPS 
 

2023 – 2024     Research Leadership Institute Fellow, University of Arizona. 
  

2022 – 2023 Faculty Research Fellowship – Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education 
(ORISE). 

  

2022 James S. Coleman Outstanding Article Award, Section on Decision-Making, Social 
Networks, and Society, American Sociological Association. 

  

2021 – 2022 R25 Big Data Health Science Fellowship, Big Data Health Science Center, University 
of South Carolina (R25AI164581 NIAID - NIH). 

  

2020 Fellowship to participate in the Summer Institute in Computational Social Science, 
Duke University. 

  

2019 Fellowship to participate in the BIGSSS Summer School in Computational Social 
Science and Migration, Bremen University and Jacobs University. 

  

2017 Young Scholar in Social Movements, Center for The Study of Social Movements, 
University of Notre Dame. 

  

2015 Clifford C. Clogg Scholar in Sociology, ICPSR Summer Program, University of Michigan. 
  

2012 Graduated cum laude, M.A. in Political Science, Universidad de los Andes. 
  

2011 - 2012 “Virginia Gutiérrez de Pineda” Junior Scholar Fellowship, COLCIENCIAS (Colombian 
Agency of Science and Technology). 

  

2010 – 2012 “Academic Excellence” Fellowship (full tuition and stipend for Masters’ program) , 
College of Social Sciences, Universidad de los Andes. 

  

SOFTWARE 
  

dream: R package to estimate relational event models for large event sequence data. [CRAN] (with Kevin 
A. Carson). 
  

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS & INVITED TALKS (+ = invited talk) 
  

2025 “The Link Between Adolescent Depression and Social Withdrawal,” (with Kevin A. 
Carson, Jeffrey Shen, David R. Schaefer, and Olov Aronson). 

  

 – International Network of Analytical Sociologists 17th meeting, New York, USA 

– American Sociological Association 120th Annual Meeting. Chicago, USA. 
  

2024 “Diffusion as the Bridging of Cultural Holes & The NicoTeen Project.” Human Nature 
Lab, Yale University.+ 

  

https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/dream/index.html
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 “Enforced Disappearance as a Border Management Tool.” University of Southern 
California.+ 

  

 “A Framework for Efficient Computation of Sufficient Statistics in Relational Event 
Models (REM) Applied to Large Two-Mode Networks.” (with Kevin Carson) American 
Sociological Association 119th Annual Meeting, Montreal, Canada. 

  

 “STEM Racial Representation for Black and Hispanic/Latino Americans” (with Dylan 
Simburger, Daniel Martinez, and Anna Marlatt) American Sociological Association 119th 
Annual Meeting, Montreal, Canada. 

  

2023 “The Gendered Patterns of International Migration Systems: The Role of Need for Care” 
(with Chang-Yi Lin), American Sociological Association 118th Annual Meeting, 
Philadelphia, USA 

  

 “Political Use of Social Media and Offline Protest Participation: Consistent Estimates from 
Three Different Population-based Surveys in the U.S” (with Kevin Carson), American 
Sociological Association 118th Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, USA. 

  

 “Diffusion as the Bridging of Cultural Holes,” 15th Conference for the International 
Network of Analytical Sociologists, Princeton, USA 

  

 “Agent-based Modeling of Cigarette Use Among Mexican Adolescents,” Society for 
Research on Nicotine and Tobacco Annual Meeting, San Antonio, USA (with Ricardo 
Chávez, Dèsirée Vidaña, James Thrasher, and Inti Barrientos). 

  

2022 “Leveraging Social Media Data to Model Risk Perceptions and the Politics of Mask Use in 
the U.S.,” National Big Data Health Science Conference, Columbia, SC, USA. 

  

2021 “Gender, Labor Migration, and Global Inequalities,” Society for the Study of Social 
Problems 2021 Annual (Virtual) Meeting (with Joya Misra and Ragini S. Malhotra). 

  

2021 “Characterizing the Venezuelan Diaspora in Colombia. The Case of Bucaramanga,” 
Human Rights on the Edge Conference, Arizona State University. 

  

2021 “Diffusion as the Bridging of Cultural Holes,” (invited talk). 

 – University of Arizona, School of Sociology.+ 

 – University of Illinois - Chicago, Department of Sociology.+ 

 – University of Notre Dame, Department of Sociology.+ 
  

 “Building a Relational Theory of International Migration Systems,” (invited talk). 

 – University of Arizona, School of Sociology.+ 

 – University of California - Irvine, Department of Sociology.+ 
  

2020 “The Dual Infrastructure of Protest Behavior in Bogotá,” Department of Sociology 
Colloquium on Research Design, Universidad de los Andes.+ 

  

 “Diffusion as the Bridging of Cultural Holes,” American Sociological Association 115th 
Annual Meeting. 

  

2019 “What is(n’t) a Friend? Dimensions of the Friendship Concept among Adolescents,” 
(with James A. Kitts).  

– American Sociological Association 114th Annual Meeting, New York, USA. 

– Int’l Network for Social Network Analysis Conference, Montreal, Canada. 
  

2018 “Status and Collaboration: Pro Bono Networks” (with Anthony Paik and Steven 
Boutcher) American Sociological Association 113th Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, USA. 
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2017 “Mapping Feminized Migration Globally: 1960-2000,” (with Joya Misra) American 
Sociological Association 112th Annual Meeting, Montreal, Canada. 

  

 “Liminality and the Diffusion of Beliefs and Behaviors in Social Networks: An Agent-
Based Model,” 10th Conference for the International Network of Analytical Sociologists, 
Oslo, Norway.  

  

 “Shut the Damn Thing Down!” Mass Transit Shutdowns in Bogotá,” 2017 Young 
Scholars in Social Movements Conference, University of Notre Dame, South Bend, 
USA. 

  

2016 “Gender and Reproductive Labor Migration in Asia, 1960-2000,” American Sociological 
Association 111th Annual Meeting, Seattle, USA. 

  

2015 “Linking Subjective and Objective Political Opportunities. The Case of Transmilenio,” 
American Sociological Association 110th Annual Meeting, Chicago, USA. 

  

 “Developing Hands-on Computer Tools to Explore Social Theories using Dynamic 
Computer Simulations,” (with James A. Kitts) Carla B. Howery Teaching Enhancement Grant 
Award, American Sociological Association 110th Annual Meeting, Chicago, USA.  

  

TEACHING EXPERIENCE  
 

Instructor, University of Arizona 

                   Social Networks (Ph.D. class) [syllabus], 

                   Graduate Statistics I (Ph.D. class) [syllabus], 

                   Quantitative Reasoning in Sociology (B.A. class) [syllabus], 

                   Race & Ethnic Relations (B.A. class) [syllabus]. 

                   Health Disparities in Society (B.A. class) [syllabus]. 
 

Independent studies, University of Arizona 

                   Brokerage, Cultural, and Structural Holes (Ph.D. class). 

                   Collective Action and Social Movements (Ph.D. class). 
 

Instructor, University of South Carolina. 

 Social Network Methods (Ph.D. class) [syllabus]. 

 Graduate Statistics I (Ph.D. class) [syllabus]. 

 Race & Ethnic Relations (B.A. class) [syllabus]. 

 Introduction to Social Problems (B.A. class) [syllabus]. 

Elementary Statistics for Sociologists (B.A. class) [syllabus] 
  

Independent studies, University of South Carolina. 

                    Health and Social Networks (Ph.D. class). 

                    Race and Ethnic Relations (B.A. class). 

                    Collective Action and Social Movements (B.A. class). 
 

Instructor, University of Massachusetts. 

                          Race & Society (B.A. class). 
 

Teaching Associate, University of Massachusetts. 

                             Social Simulation (Ph.D. class) [see materials] 
  

Statistics (AP) Teacher, Reuven Feuerstein High School.  

 Social Studies, 2008 – 2010. 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/owxn01da614yic2a05ar8/SOC_527_syllabus.pdf?rlkey=23luwf10od9wgft10jdusx7ul&st=z5qsxzep&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/meef6rnxw1w14p1ccgf35/syllabus_570A_F25_Leal.docx?rlkey=5285fr0xzc046x853yq61zt1z&e=1&st=ra0h66th&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/t82xhdcjqisw3z8x6vvjl/SOC_375_STATS_F25_.pdf?rlkey=3hpun0ebrz50h6yrecxj76kjb&st=ry5ph0bc&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/vcnbuqzj8dywt8j8ujf4n/SOC_467_Race_S24.pdf?rlkey=u85urvr1fq34e0ds16xjmenek&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/bw0wviumnxuvn44dftrqi/SOC_401_Health_Disparities_S26.pdf?rlkey=5tnksbk1miuc3exgkl01dkycx&st=7r40nhkn&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rtaz6q4t9j8an3h/SOCY_732_NETWORKS_S21.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/iw21lnbrkugx7iu/syllabus_template_DLeal_F20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/7j2h5tv567nekqh/Socy_355_Race_%26_Ethnic_Relations.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/by90vvfunhlwypd/Socy_340_Social_Problems.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/lh7hudar7bc89iy/SOCY_220_STATS_F20.pdf?dl=0
http://diegoleal.info/models.html
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ADVISING  
 

CURRENT ADVISORY ROLES 
 

Dissertation 
committee:  

Zheng Fu (Co-Chair) 

Jun-Jie Lin (Chair). 

Kevin A. Carson (Chair). 

Jeffrey Shen (Co-chair). 
  

PAST ADVISORY ROLES 

Ph.D.  
  

Dylan Simburger Sociology Ph.D., 2025, University of Arizona                   Role: Committee member 

 First job: Research Analyst, Kinder Institute for Urban Research, Rice University. 
  

Minyoung An Sociology Ph.D., 2025, University of Arizona                   Role: Committee member 

 First job: Postdoctoral Fellow, Next Asia Policy Lab, Stanford University. 
  

Nicholas Harder Sociology Ph.D., 2025, University of South Carolina    Role: Committee member 

 First job: Teaching Fellow, Center for Experiential Learning, U. of South Carolina. 
  

Kristen L. Zosel Public Health Ph.D., 2024, U. South Carolina.                 Role: Committee member 

First job: Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy, Georgia Southern University. 
  

Victoria Lambert Public Health Ph.D., 2023, U. South Carolina.                 Role: Committee member 

First job: Researcher at Reproaction. 
  

Zackery Butler 

 

Sociology Ph.D., 2021, University of South Carolina.     Role: Committee member. 

First job: Full-time instructor, Cape Fear Community College, NC. 
  

M.A.  
  

Kevin A. Carson Sociology, University of Arizona (2024). Role: Chair. 

Sarah B. Steiner Sociology, University of Arizona (2024). Role: Member.  

Chang-Yi Lin Sociology, University of South Carolina (2023). Role: Chair.  
  

B.A.  
  

Buffy Duncan 

Virginia Eith 

Sociology, thesis (2020). Role: reader. 

Sociology, thesis (2019). Role: reader. 
  

RESEARCH ASSISTANTS 
  

Graduate 

(by recency) 

Chang-Yin Lin: SP22 – || Kevin A. Carson: FA22 –  || Charlie Pollard: SU23 – 
||  Jeffrey Shen: SP23 – || Zheng Fu FA26 – || Jun-Jie Lin: SU24 – SP26 || 
Yiwen Zeng: SP24 – SP26 || Ezra Langlois: SU25 – SP26|| Victoria Lambert: 
FA20 – SP22 || Lilith Green: SU23 || Morgan Koziol: SU22 || Justina Reiger: 
SU21 || Victoria Money: SP21 || Nicolas Harder: FA19 – FA20. 

  

Undergraduate Kevin A. Carson: SP21 – SP22 || Isa Crooks: SP22. 

(by recency)  
  

SERVICE 
  

2026 – Co-chair, colloquium committee, School of Sociology, University of Arizona. 
  

2025 – Council Member, Decision-Making, Social Networks & Society Section at ASA. 
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2024 – Chair, Hiring Committee, University of Arizona [have led the hiring of 6 faculty]. 
  

2024 – Member, Computational Social Science Advisory Committee, University of Arizona. 
  

2017 – 2026 Co-editor, the Mathematical Sociologist, Newsletter of the Mathematical Sociology 
Section at ASA. 

  

2026 Co-organizer, Session on Social connection and Health, American Sociological 
Association, Annual Meeting, New York City. 

  

2026 Co-Chair, Louis Wirth Best Article Award selection committee, International 
Migration Section, American Sociological Association. 

  

 Organizer, DMSNS-MMM First Seminar Series. Joint event by ASA’s Decision-
making, Social Networks & Society (DMSNS) section & ISA’s Research Committee 45 
on Micro-Macro Modelling (MMM). 

  

2024 Co-Organizer & Presider, Session on Computational and Mathematical Approaches 
to International Migration, American Sociological Association, Annual Meeting, 
Montreal, Canada. 

  

 Organizer, Session on Computational and Mathematical Approaches to Social 
Problems, American Sociological Association, Annual Meeting, Montreal, Canada. 

  

 Member, Louis Wirth Best Article Award selection committee, International 
Migration Section, American Sociological Association. 

  

 Member, 5th Year Review Committee of the Directorship of the School of Sociology, 
University of Arizona 

  

2022 – 2023 Member, Undergraduate Studies Committee, University of Arizona. 
  

2023  Member, Hiring Committee, University of Arizona. 
  

 Discussant, Session on Social Networks, American Sociological Association 119th 
Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, USA 

  

 Chair, James S. Coleman Outstanding Article Award selection committee, Decision-
Making, Social Networks, and Society, American Sociological Association. 

  

 Member, Distinguished Contribution to Research Article Award selection committee, 
Latina/o Sociology Section, American Sociological Association. 

  

2020 – 2022 Faculty Mentor, Latino/a Sociology Section Mentor Program. Mentor to Alonso 
Aravena (Ph.D. student at Baylor) and Anna Hidalgo (Ph.D. student at Columbia). 

  

2022  Member, Aristide Zolberg Distinguished Student Award selection committee, 
International Migration Section, American Sociological Association. 

  

 Member, Recruitment Committee, University of South Carolina. 
  

2018 – 2022 Member, Latino Faculty Caucus, University of South Carolina. 
  

 Member, Colloquium Committee, Sociology, University of South Carolina. 
  

 Member, Undergraduate Committee, Sociology, University of South Carolina. 
  

2021 Member, Geoffrey Tootell Mathematical Sociology Outstanding Dissertation award. 
  

2021 Session Presider, Activism in Today’s World: New Agendas for Persistent Challenges, 
American Sociological Association 116th Annual Meeting. 
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2020 Session Organizer, open-theme regular session in Mathematical Sociology, American 
Sociological Association 115th Annual Meeting, San Francisco, USA.  

  

2020 – 2021 Faculty Liaison, Ibero-American Grad. Student Association, U. of South Carolina. 
  

2019 – 2021 Faculty Liaison, Sociology Graduate Student Association, University of South 
Carolina. 

  

2017 – 2018 Council Member, Mathematical Sociology Section at ASA, Graduate Student 
Representative, elected. 

  

2013 – 2015 Co-Chair, UMass Association of Latin American and Caribbean Students, elected. 
  

EDITORIAL POSITIONS 
  

2024 –            Editorial Board, American Sociological Review. 
 

2021 –            Editorial Board, Revista Ciencia Política (Bogotá).  
  

MISCELLANEOUS 
  

Languages: Spanish (native), English (fluent). 
 

Grant Proposals Ad-Hoc Reviewer: National Institutes of Health (NIH), Population Dynamics and 
Health (PDAH) study section. 
 

Ad-Hoc Journal Reviewer: Advances in Group Processes || American Journal of Sociology || 
American Sociological Review || Canadian Studies in Population || Ciencia Política || Demography 
|| Fondazione Cariplo || Geo-spatial Information Science || Globalisation, Societies, and 
Education || Historical Methods || Humanities and Social Sciences Communications || 
International Migration || Journal of Health and Social Behavior || Journal of Mathematical 
Sociology || Migraciones Internacionales || Research in Social Movements, Conflicts, and Change 
|| Social Forces || Social Networks || Social Psychology Quarterly ||Sociological Methodology || 
Sociological Methods & Research || Socius || Springer Books || Stress and Health|| Sustainable 
Futures || Youth & Society. 
 

Software and programming: R, NetLogo. 
 

Affiliations:  

– International Network for Social Network Analysis (INSNA). 
 

– American Sociological Association (ASA; specific sections listed below in alphabetic order): 

 Decision-Making, Social Networks & Society || Global and Transnational Sociology || 
International Migration || Latina/o Sociology || Mathematical Sociology || Medical Sociology 
|| Sociology of Culture || Sociology of Human Rights ||Sociology of Mental Health. 

 
 



  †


  †

