MEDICAL SOCIOLOGY
Comprehensive Examination Reading List
School of Sociology, University of Arizona

Revised May 2024

1. Foundations
Bloom, Samuel. 2002. The Word as Scalpel: A History of Medical Sociology. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Bury, Michael. 1986. "Social constructionism and the development of medical sociology."
Sociology of Health & Illness 8:137-69.

Durkheim, Emile. [1897] 1997. Suicide, translated by J.A. Spaulding and G. Simpson. New
York: Free Press.

Fremont, Allen M. and Chloe E. Bird. 1999. Integrating Sociological and Biological Models: An
Editorial. Journal of Health and Social Behavior 40:126-129.

Hankin, Janet R. and Eric R. Wright. 2010. "Reflections on Fifty Years of Medical Sociology."
Journal of Health and Social Behavior 51(Suppl):S10-14.

Mechanic, David. 1989. "Medical Sociology: Some Tensions among Theory, Method, and
Substance." Journal of Health & Social Behavior 30:147-160.

Mechanic, David. 1993. "Social Research in Health and the American Sociopolitical Context:
The Changing Fortunes of Medical Sociology." Social Science and Medicine 36:95-102.

Pearlin, Leonard I. 1992. Structure and Meaning in Medical Sociology. Journal of Health and
Social Behavior 33: 1-9.

Straus, Robert. 1957. The Nature and Status of Medical Sociology. American Sociological
Review, Vol. 22, No. 2. pp. 200-204.

Turner, Bryan S. 1987. Medical Power and Social Knowledge. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Turner, Bryan S. 2008. The Body and Society: Explorations in Social Theory. 3rd ed. London:
Sage.

2. Inequality and social pathways to illness
Beckfield, Jason. 2004. “Does Income Inequality Harm Health? New Cross-National Evidence.”
Journal of Health and Social Behavior 45(3):231-248.

Brown, Tony N. 2003. “Critical Race Theory Speaks to the Sociology of Mental Health: Mental
Health Problems Produced by Racial Stratification.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior
44(3):292-301.



Carr, D. 2016. “Is Death ‘The Great Equalizer’? The Social Stratification of Death Quality in the
United States.” The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science
663(1):331-54.

Dubbin, Leslie A., Jamie Suki Chang, and Janet K. Shim. 2013. “Cultural Health Capital and the
Interactional Dynamics of Patient-Centered Care.” Social Science & Medicine 93:113-20.

Ferraro, Kenneth and Jessica A. Kelly-Moore 2003. “Cumulative Disadvantage and Health:
Long Term Consequences of Obesity?” American Sociological Review 68:707-729.

Freese, Jeremy and Karen Lutfey. 2011. “Fundamental Causality: Challenges of an Animating
Concept for Medical Sociology.” Pp. 67-82 in Handbook of the Sociology of Health, Iliness, and
Healing: A Blueprint for the 21st Century, Handbooks of Sociology and Social Research, edited
by B. A. Pescosolido, J. K. Martin, J. D. McLeod, and A. Rogers. New York: Springer.

Gage-Bouchard, Elizabeth A. 2017. “Culture, Styles of Institutional Interactions, and Inequalities
in Healthcare Experiences.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 58(2):147-165.

Klinenberg, Eric. 2002. Heat Wave: A Social Autopsy of Disaster in Chicago. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Link, B., J. Phelan 1995. “Social Conditions as Fundamental Causes of Disease.” Journal of
Health and Social Behavior (Extra Issue): 80-94.

Livne, R. 2010. Economies of dying: The moralization of economic scarcity in US hospice care
American Sociological Review 79 (5), 888-911

Lutfey, Karen and Jeremy Freese. 2005. “Toward Some Fundamentals of Fundamental
Causality: Socioeconomic Status and Health in the Routine Clinic Visit for Diabetes.” American
Journal of Sociology 110:1326-72.

Lutfey Spencer, Karen and Grace, Matthew. 2016. "The Social Foundations of Healthcare
Inequality and Treatment Bias." Annual Review of Sociology 42: 14.1-14.20.

Malat, Jennifer. 2001. “Social Distance and Patients’ Rating of Healthcare Providers.” Journal of
Health and Social Behavior 42(4):360-372.

Mayer, Susan E. and Ankur Sarin. 2005. “Some Mechanisms Linking Economic Inequality and
Infant Mortality.” Social Science & Medicine 60(3):439—-455.

McLeod, Jane D. and Michael J. Shanahan. 1993. “Poverty, Parenting, and Children’s Mental
Health.” American Sociological Review 58(3):351-366.

Miech, Richard, Fred Pampel, Kim Jinyoung, and Richard G. Rogers. 2011. “The Enduring
Association between Education and Mortality: The Role of Widening and Narrowing
Disparities” American Sociological Review 76(6): 913-934.



Olshansky, S. Jay, Toni Antonucci, Lisa Berkman, Robert H. Binstock, Axel Boersch-Supan,
John T. Cacioppo, Bruce a. Carnes, Laura L. Carstensen, Linda P. Fried, Dana P.

Goldman, James Jackson, Martin Kohli, John Rother, Yuhui Zheng, and John Rowe. 2012.
“Differences in Life Expectancy Due to Race and Educational Differences Are Widening, and
Many May Not Catch Up.” Health Affairs 31(8):1803—13.

Pescosolido, Bernice, Brea L. Perry, J. Scott Long, Jack K. Martin, John I. Nurnberger, and
Victor Hesselbrock. “Under the influence of genetics: How transdisciplinarity leads us to rethink
social pathways to illness.” American Journal of Sociology 114(S1):S171-201.

Phelan, Jo C., Bruce G. Link, and Parisa Tehranifar. 2010. “Social Conditions as Fundamental
Causes of Health Inequalities: Theory, Evidence, and Policy Implications.” Journal of Health
and Social Behavior 51 Suppl:S28-40.

Shim, Janet K. 2010. “Cultural Health Capital: A Theoretical Approach to Understanding Health
Care Interactions and the Dynamics of Unequal Treatment.” Journal of Health and Social
Behavior 51(1):1-15.

Thoits, Peggy A. 2011. “Mechanisms Linking Social Ties and Support to Physical and Mental
Health.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 52: 145-161.

Umberson, Debra, Robert Crosnoe, and Corinne Reczek. 2011. “Social Relationships and Health
Behavior Across Life Course.” Annual Review of Sociology 139-57.

Wilson, Andrea, Kim M. Shuey and Glen H. Elder Jr. 2007. “Cumulative Advantage Processes
as Mechanisms of Inequality in Life Course Health” American Journal of Sociology
112(6):1186-1924.

3. Social Organization of Medicine
Abbott, Andrew. 1988. The System of Professions: An Essay on the Division of Expert Labor.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Anspach, Renée R. 1993. Deciding Who Lives. Fateful Choices in the Intensive Care Nursery.
Berkeley: University of California Press.

Becker, Howard, Blanche Geer, Everett C. Hughes, and Anselm Strauss. 1961. Boys in White.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Bosk, C. 1979 (2003) Forgive and Remember. University of Chicago Press, Chicago.

Cicourel, A. 1987. The interpenetration of communicative contexts: Examples from medical
encounters. Social Psychology Quarterly. 50: 217-26.



Epstein, Steven. 2007. Inclusion: The Politics of Difference in Medical Research. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

Foucault, Michel. 1973. The Birth of the Clinic: An archaeology of medical perception. New
York: Pantheon Books.

Fox, R. 1959. Experiment Perilous: Doctors and Patients facing the unknown. New Brunswick,
NIJ: Transaction Books.

Freidson, E. 1970. Profession of medicine; a study of the sociology of applied knowledge. New
York, Dodd, Mead.

Freidson, Eliot. 1970. Professional Dominance: The Social Structure of Medical Care. New
Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers.

Goffman, Erving. 1961. Asylums: Essays on the Social Situation of Mental Patients and Other
Inmates. Anchor Books.

Henderson, L. J. 1935. Physician and patient as a social system. New England journal of
medicine, 212(18), 819-823.

Jenkins, T. 2020. Doctors’ Orders. Columbia University Press.

Lara-Millan, Armando. 2021. Redistributing the Poor: Jails, Hospitals, and the Crisis of Law
and Fiscal Austerity. Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press.

Menchik, Daniel. 2014. “Decisions About Knowledge in Medical Practice: The Effect of
Temporal Features of a Task.” American Journal of Sociology, 120: 701-49.

Menchik, Daniel. 2021. “Authority Beyond Institutions: The Expert’s Multivocal Process of
Gaining and Sustaining Authoritativeness.” American Journal of Cultural Sociology. 9: 490—
517.

Michalec, Barret and Frederic W. Hafferty. 2013. “Stunting Professionalism: The Potency and
Durability of the Hidden Curriculum within Medical Education.” Social Theory & Health
11(4):388—406.

Merton R.,G. Reader, and P. Kendall. 1957. The Student-Physician. Harvard University Press.

Navon, Daniel, and Gil Eyal (2016). ‘Looping genomes: Diagnostic change and the genetic
makeup of the autism population’. American Journal of Sociology, 121(5): 1416-1471.

Parsons, T. 1951. The social system. Glencoe, IL, Free Press, pp. 428-479

Starr, P. 1982. The social transformation of American medicine. New Y ork, Basic Books.



Stein, Leonard. 1967. “The Doctor-Nurse Game.” Archives of General Psychiatry 16:699-703.

Stein, Leonard, David T. Watts, and Timothy Howell. 1990. “The Doctor-Nurse Game
Revisited.” New England Journal of Medicine 322(8):546-549.

Seim, J. (2017). The ambulance: Toward a labor theory of poverty governance. American
Sociological Review, 8§2(3), 451-475.

Szymczak, Julia E. and Charles L. Bosk. 2012. “Training for Efficiency: Work, Time, and
Systems-Based Practice in Medical Residency.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior
53(3):344-358.

Timmermans, Stefan and Alison Angell. 2001. “Evidence-Based Medicine, Clinical Uncertainty,
and Learning to Doctor. Journal of Health and Social Behavior 42(4):342-359.

Timmermans, Stefan and Hyeyoung Oh. 2010. “The Continued Social Transformation of the
Medical Profession.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 51(1_suppl):S94—106.

4. The Healthcare System: Organizations, Work, and Institutions

Caronna, Carol A. 2012. “Clash of Logics, Crisis of Trust: Entering the Era of Public For-Profit
Healthcare?” Pp. 255-270 in Handbook of the Sociology of Health, Iliness, and Healing:

A Blueprint for the 2 1st Century, edited by B. A. Pescosolido, J. K. Martin, J. D. McLeod, and
A. Rogers. New York: Springer.

Heimer, Carol A. 1999. “Competing Institutions: Law, Medicine, and Family in Neonatal
Intensive Care.” Law & Society Review 33(1):17-66.

Jenkins, T. M. (2018). Dual autonomies, divergent approaches: How stratification in medical
education shapes approaches to patient care. Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 59(2), 268-
282.

Mechanic, David. 2004. “The rise and fall of managed care.” Journal of Health and Social
Behavior 45(Extra Issue):76-86.

Menchik, D. 2021 Managing Medical Authority. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Menchik, Daniel. 2017. “Interdependent Career Types and Divergent Standpoints on the Use of
Advanced Technology in Medicine” Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 58: 488-502.

Reich, Adam. 2014. Selling Our Souls: The Commodification of Hospital Care in the United
States. Princeton: University of Princeton Press.

Scott, W. Richard, Martin Ruef, Peter J. Mendel, and Carol A. Caronna. 2000. Institutional
Change and Healthcare Organizations. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.



Stevens, Rosemary. 1999. In Sickness and In Wealth: American Hospitals in the Twentieth
Century. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Wingfield, Adia Harvey and Koji Chavez. “Getting In, Getting Hired, Getting Sideways Looks:
Organizational Hierarchy and Perceptions of Workplace Racial Discrimination.” American
Sociological Review 85 (1): 31-57, 2020.

5. Gender and Health

Anspach, Renee R. 2010. "Gender and health care." Pp. 229-248 in Handbook of Medical
Sociology, edited by C. E. Bird, P. Conrad, A. M. Fremont, and S. Timmermans. Nashville, TN:
Vanderbilt University Press.

Ehrenreich, Barbara and Deirdre English. 1978. For Her Own Good: 150 Years of the Experts’
Advice to Women. New York: Random House.

Kempner, Joanna. 2014. Not Tonight: Migraine and the Politics of Gender and Health.
University of Chicago Press.

Read, Jen’nan Ghazal and Bridget K. Gorman. 2010. “Gender and Health Inequality.” Annual
Review of Sociology 36:371-386.

Procreation/Reproductive Health
Borst, Charlotte G. 1995. Catching Babies: The Professionalization of Childbirth, 1870-1920.
Harvard University Press.

Bridges, Kiara. 2011. Reproducing Race. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Daniels, Cynthia R. 1993. At Women'’s Expense: State Power and the Politics of Fetal Rights.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Davis-Floyd, Robbie E. 2004. Birth as an American Rite of Passage. Second Edition. Berkeley,
CA: University of California Press.

Davis-Floyd, Robbie E., Lesley Barclay, Betty-Anne Daviss, and Jan Tritten. 2009. Birth Models
That Work. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Fentiman, Linda C. 2017. Blaming Mothers: American Law and the Risks to Children’s Health.
New York: NYU Press.

Flavin, Jeanne. 2009. Our Bodies, Our Crimes: The Policing of Women'’s Reproduction in
America. New York: NYU Press.

Morris, Theresa. 2013. Cut It Out: The C-Section Epidemic in America. New York: NYU Press.

Morris, Theresa and Joan H. Robinson. 2017. “Forced and Coerced Cesarean Sections in the
United States.” Contexts 16(2):24-29.



Owens, Deirdre Cooper. 2017. Medical Bondage: Race, Gender, and the Origins of American
Gynecology. Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press.

Paltrow, Lynn M. 2012. “Roe v Wade and the New Jane Crow: Reproductive Rights in the Age
of Mass Incarceration.” American Journal of Public Health 103(1):17-21.

Roberts, Dorothy E. 1997. Killing the Black Body: Race, Reproduction, and the Meaning of
Liberty. New York: Pantheon Books.

Ross, Loretta and Rickie Solinger. 2017. Reproductive Justice: An Introduction. Oakland,
California: University of California Press.

Roth, Louise Marie. 2021. The Business of Birth: Malpractice and Maternity Care in the United
States. New York: NYU Press.

Rothman, Barbara Katz. 1982. In Labor: Women and Power in the Birthplace. New York: W.
W. Norton & Company.

Simonds, Wendy, Barbara Katz Rothman, and Bari Meltzer Norman. 2007. Laboring on: Birth
in Transition in the United States. New York: Taylor & Francis.

6. Medicalization and Social Control

Barker, Kristin. 2010. "The Social Construction of Illness: Medicalization and Contested
[llness." Pp. 147-162 in Handbook of Medical Sociology, edited by C. E. Bird, P. Conrad, A. M.
Fremont, and S. Timmermans. Nashville, TN: Vanderbilt University Press.

Brown, Phil. 1995. "Naming and framing: The social construction of diagnosis and illness."
Journal of Health & Social Behavior 36:34-52.

Clarke, Adele E., Janet K. Shim, Laura Mamo, Jennifer Ruth Fosket, and Jennifer R. Fishman.
2003. “Biomedicalization: Technoscientific Transformations of Health, Illness, and U.S.
Biomedicine.” American Sociological Review 68:161-94.

Conrad, Peter. 1992. “Medicalization and Social Control.” Annual Review of Sociology 18:209-
232.

Conrad, Peter. 2005. "The shifting engines of medicalization." Journal of Health & Social
Behavior 46:3-14.

Conrad, Peter. 2007. The Medicalization of Society: On the Transformation of Human
Conditions into Treatable Disorders. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Conrad, Peter and Joseph W. Schneider. [1980] 1992. Deviance and Medicalization: From
Badness to Sickness. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.



Fox, Renee. 1977. "The Medicalization and Demedicalization of American Society." Daedalus
106: 9-22.

Gong, Neil. 2019. “Between Tolerant Containment and Concerted Constraint: Managing
Madness for the City and the Privileged Family.” American Sociological Review 84(4):664—89.

Lorber, Judith. 1975. “Good patients and problem patients: conformity and deviance in a general
hospital.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 16:213-225.

Parsons, Talcott. 1975. “The Sick Role and Role of the Physician Reconsidered.” Milbank
Memorial Fund Quarterly 53:257-278.

Zola, Irving Kenneth. 1972. “Medicine as an Institution of Social Control.” Sociological Review
20:487-504.

7. Health Social Movements
Banaszak-Holl, Jane C., Sandra Levitsky, and Mayer N. Zald. 2010. Social movements and the
transformation of American health care. Oxford University Press on Demand.

Best, Rachel Kahn. 2017. “Disease campaigns and the decline of treatment advocacy.” Journal
of Health Politics, Policy and Law 42, 3: 425-457.

Brown, Phil, Stephen Zavestoski, Sabrina McCormick, Brian Mayer, Rachel Morello-Frosch,
and Rebecca Gasior Altman. "Embodied health movements: new approaches to social
movements in health." Sociology of health & illness 26, no. 1 (2004): 50-80.

Chambres, Susan. 2006. Fighting for Our Lives: New York’s AIDS Community and the Politics
of Disease. Rutgers: Rutgers University Press

Epstein, Steven. 1996. Impure science: AIDS, activism, and the politics of knowledge. Vol. 7.
Univ of California Press.

Katherine Kellogg. 2009. “Operating Room: Relational Spaces and Microinstitutional Change in
Surgery.” American Journal of Sociology 115 (3): 657-711.

Kolker, Emily S. 2004. "Framing as a cultural resource in health social movements: funding
activism and the breast cancer movement in the US 1990-1993." Sociology of Health & Iliness
26(6): 820-844.



	1. Foundations
	Bloom, Samuel. 2002. The Word as Scalpel: A History of Medical Sociology. New York: Oxford University Press.
	2. Inequality and social pathways to illness
	3. Social Organization of Medicine
	4. The Healthcare System: Organizations, Work, and Institutions
	5. Gender and Health
	6. Medicalization and Social Control
	7. Health Social Movements


