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The University of Arizona School of Sociology 

Comprehensive Examination Reading List: Sociology of Race & Ethnicity 

 

(Revised May 2023) 

 

*All readings within each subsection listed in chronological order according to first year of 

publication 

 

 

AN OVERVIEW OF THEORIES OF RACE & ETHNICITY 

 

Cornell, Stephen, and Douglas Hartmann. 2007. Ethnicity and Race: Making Identities in a 

Changing World. Pine Forge.  

 

 

 

EARLY PERSPECTIVES AND TRADITIONAL THEORIES 

 

Douglass, Frederick. 1881. “The Color Line.” The North American Review 132(295): 567-577. 

 

Du Bois, W. E. B. 1903. The Souls of Black Folk. A.C. McClurg & Company. 

 

Weber, Max. 1922/1978. “Ethnic Groups.” Pp. 385-398 in Economy and Society: An Outline of 

Interpretive Sociology. Edited by Guenther Roth and Claus Wittich. University of California 

Press. 

 

Fanon, Frantz. 1952. Black Skin, White Masks. Grove Press. 

 

Fanon, Frantz. 1963. The Wrecthed of the Earth. Grove Press. 

 

Lyman, Stanford M. 1968. “The Race Relations Cycle of Robert E. Park.” Pacific Sociological 

Review 11(1):71-80.  

 

Bonacich, Edna. 1972. “A Theory of Ethnic Antagonism: The Split Labor Market.” American 

Sociological Review 37(5):547-559.  

 

Bonacich, Edna. 1973. “A Theory of Middleman Minorities.” American Sociological Review 

38(5):583-594. 

 

Wilson, William Julius. 1978. The Declining Significance of Race: Blacks and Changing 

American Institutions. University of Chicago Press. 

 

Lieberson, Stanley. 1980. A Piece of the Pie: Blacks and White Immigrants Since 1880. 

University of California Press. 
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Morris, Aldon D. 2015. The Scholar Denied: W.E.B. Du Bois and the Birth of Modern Sociology. 

University of California Press. 

 

 

SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND RACIAL FORMATION 

 

Massey, Douglas S., and Nancy A. Denton. 1993. American Apartheid: Segregation and the 

Making of the Underclass. Harvard University Press. 

 

Fields, Barbara. 1990. “Slavery, Race and Ideology in the United States of America.” New Left 

Review 181: 95-118.  

 

Omi, Michael and Howard Winant. 2014. Racial Formation in the United States. Third Edition. 

Routledge. (Originally Published in 1994). 

 

Oliver, Melvin L., and Thomas M. Shapiro. 2006. Black Wealth/White Wealth: A New 

Perspective on Racial Inequality. Routledge. (Originally Published in 1995). 

 

Bonilla-Silva, Eduardo. 1997. “Rethinking Racism: Toward a Structural Interpretation.” 

American Sociological Review 62(3):465-480.  

 

Wilson, William Julius. 1997. When Work Disappears: The World of the New Urban Poor. 

Vintage Books. 

 

Loveman, Mara. 1999. “Is ‘Race’ Essential?” American Sociological Review 64(6):891-898.  

 

Bonilla-Silva, Eduardo. 1999. “The Essential Social Fact of Race.” American Sociological  

Review 64(6): 899-906. 

 

Fernandez, Roberto M., and Isabel Fernandez-Mateo. 2006. “Networks, Race, and Hiring.” 

American Sociological Review 71(1):42-71. 

 

Lipsitz, George. 2011. How Racism Takes Place. Temple University Press. 

 

Matthew Desmond. 2012. “Eviction and the Reproduction of Urban Poverty.” American Journal 

of Sociology 118(1):88–133. 

 

 

 

GROUP POSITION, COLORBLIND RACISM, PREDJUDICE, AND RACIAL ATTITUDES 

 

Blumer, Herbert. 1958. “Race Prejudice as a Sense of Group Position.” Pacific Sociological 

Review 1:3-7 

 

Bobo, Lawrence and Vincent Hutchings. 1996. “Perceptions of Racial Competition in a 

Multiracial Setting: Extending Blumer’s Theory of Group Position to a Multiracial Context.” 
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American Sociological Review 61(6):951-972. 

 

Pettigrew, Thomas F. 1998. “Intergroup Contact Theory.” Annual Review of Psychology 49:65- 

85. 

 

Sears, David O. 1988. “Symbolic Racism.” Pp. 53-84 in Eliminating Racism: Profiles in 

Controversy, edited by P.A. Katz and D.A. Taylor. New York, NY: Plenum. 

 

Moody, James. 2001. “Race, School Integration, and Friendship in America.” American 

Sociological Review 107(3): 679-736. 

 

Bonilla-Silva, Eduardo, Amanda Lewis, and David G. Embrick. 2004. “‘I Did Not Get that Job 

Because of a Black Man...’: The Story Lines and Testimonies of Color-Blind Racism.” In 

Sociological Forum 19(4):555-581. 

 

Hooks, Gregory and Chad L. Smith. 2004. “The Treadmill of Destruction: National Sacrifice 

Areas and Native Americans.” American Sociological Review 69: 558-575 

 

Dixon, Jeffrey C. 2006. “The Ties That Bind and Those That Don’t: Toward Reconciling Group 

Threat and Contact Theories of Prejudice.” Social Forces 84(4):2179-2204.  

 

Bobo, Lawrence D., and Mia Tuan. 2006. Prejudice in Politics: Group Position, Public Opinion, 

and the Wisconsin Treaty Rights Dispute. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

 

Bail, Christopher A. “The Fringe Effect: Civil Society Organizations and the Evolution of Media 

Discourse about Islam since the September 11th Attacks.” American Sociological Review 77(6): 

855-879. 

 

Saperstein, Aliya and Andrew M. Penner. 2012. “Racial Fluidity and Inequality in the United 

States.” American Journal of Sociology 118: 676-727. 

 

Bonilla Silva, Eduardo. 2013. Racism without Racists: Color-Blind Racism and the Persistence 

of Racial Inequality in the United States. Rowman and Littlefield. 

 

Ray, Victor. 2019. “A Theory of Racialized Organizations.” American Sociological Review 

84(1): 26-53. 

 

 

WHITENESS 

 

McIntosh, Peggy. 1988. “White Privilege and Male Privilege: A Personal Account of Coming to 

See Correspondences through Work in Women’s Studies.” Working Paper #189. 

 

Alba, Richard D. 1990. Ethnic Identity: The Transformation of White America. Yale University 

Press. 
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Frankenburg, Ruth. 1993. “White Women, Race Matters: The Social Construction of Whiteness.” 

Pp. 448-461 in Theories of Race and Racism: A Reader, edited by Les Back and John Solomos. 

Routledge. 

 

Lipsitz, George. 1995. “The Possessive Investment in Whiteness: Racialized Social Democracy 

and the ‘White’ Problem in American Studies.” American Quarterly 47: 369-387. 

 

Lewis, Amanda E. 2004. “’What Group?’ Studying Whites and Whiteness in the Era of ‘Color 

Blindness’” Sociological Theory 22: 623-646. 

 

Fox, Cybelle and Thomas A. Guglielmo. 2012. “Defining America’s Racial Boundaries: Blacks, 

Mexicans, and European Immigrants, 1890-1945.” American Journal of Sociology 118(2):327-

379. 

 

McDermott, Monica and Annie Ferguson. 2022. “Sociology of Whiteness.” Annual Review of 

Sociology 48: 257-276. 

 

 

COLORISM IN THE U.S. & RACE IN LATIN AMERICA 

 

Quijano, Anibal. 2000. “Coloniality of Power and Eurocentrism in Latin America” International 

Sociology: 15(2): 215-232. 

 

Bonilla Silva, Eduardo. 2004. “From Bi-Racial to Tri-Racial: Toward a New System of Racial 

Stratification in the USA.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 6:931-950. 

 

Quijano, Anibal. 2007. “Questioning ‘Race.’” Socialism and Democracy 21(1): 45-53. 

 

Hochschild, Jennifer and Wesla Weaver. 2007. “The Skin Color Paradox and the American 

Racial Order.” Social Forces 86(2): 643-670. 

 

Telles, Edward. 2014. Pigmentocracies: Ethnicity, race, and color in Latin America. UNC Press 

Books. 

 

Dixon, Angela R. and Edward E. Telles. 2017. “Skin Color and Colorism: Global Research, 

Concepts, and Measurement.” Annual Review of Sociology 43:405-424.  

 

Ellis P. Monk, Jr., 2018. “The Cost of Color: Skin Color, Discrimination, and Health among 

African Americans,” American Journal of Sociology 121(2):396-444. 2015. 

 

Lanuza, Yader R., Nick Peterson, and Marisa Omori. 2021. “Colorism in Punishment among 

Hispanics in the Criminal Justice System.” Social Problems 70(2): 275-296. 
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INTERSECTIONALITY & MULTIRACIALITY 

 

Collins, Patricia Hill. 1986. “Learning from the Outsider Within: The Sociological Significance 

of Black Feminist Thought.” Social Problems 33(6):14-32. 

 

Anzaldúa, Gloria. 1987. Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza. San Francisco, CA: Aunt 

Lute Book Company. 

 

Crenshaw, Kimberlẻ. 1990. “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and 

Violence against Women of Color.” Stanford Law Review 43: 1241-1300. 

 

Collins, Patricia Hill. 2000. Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics 

of Empowerment. 2nd edition. Routledge. 

 

Lamont, Michèle and Virág Molnár. 2002. “The Study of Boundaries in the Social Sciences.” 

Annual Review of Sociology 28(1): 167-195 

 

Hochschild, Jennifer and Wesla Weaver. 2007. “The Skin Color Paradox and the American 

Racial Order.” Social Forces 86(2): 643-670 

 

Lin, Ken-Hou and Jennifer Lundquist. 2013. “Mate Selection in Cyberspapce: The Intersection 

of Race, Gender, and Education.” American Journal of Sociology 119(1): 183-215 

 

Strings, Sabrina and Long T. Bui. 2014. “‘She is Not Acting, She IS’: The Conflict between 

Gender and Racial Realness on RuPaul’s Drag Race.” Feminist Media Studies 14(5):1-15 

 

Sweet, Page L. 2019. “The Sociology of Gaslighting.” American Sociological Review 84(5): 

851-875. 

 

 

RACE, (IM)MIGRATION & PANETHNICITY 

 

Waters, Mary C. 1999. Black Identities: West Indian Dreams and American Realities. 

Cambridge. Harvard University Press. 

 

Portes, Alejandro, and Ruben G. Rumbaut. 2001. Legacies: The Story of the Immigrant Second 

Generation. Berkeley. University of California Press. 

 

Alba, Richard and Victor Nee. 2003. Remaking the American Mainstream: Assimilation and 

Contemporary Immigration. Harvard University Press. 

 

Okamoto, Dina G. 2003. “Toward a Theory of Panethnicity: Explaining Asian American 

Collective Action.” American Sociological Review 68(6): 811-842 

 

Kasinitz, Philip. 2004. “Race, Assimilation, and ‘Second Generations,’ Past and Present.” In Not 

Just Black and White: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives on Immigration, Race, and 
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Ethnicity in the United States. Edited by Nancy Foner and George Fredrickson. Russell Sage 

Foundation. Pp. 278-98. 

 

Lee, Jennifer and Frank D. Bean. 2004. “America's Changing Color Lines: Immigration, 

Race/Ethnicity, and Multiracial Identification.” Annual Review of Sociology 30:221-242. 

 

Jung, Moon-Kie. 2009. “The Racial Unconscious of Assimilation Theory.” Du Bois Review 6(2): 

375-395. 

 

Jimenez, Tomás R. 2010. Replenished Ethnicity: Mexican Americans, Immigration, and Identity. 

University of California Press 

 

Okamoto, Dina, and G. Cristina Mora. 2014. “Panethncity” Annual Review of Sociology 40:219-

239. 

 

Mora, G. Cristina. 2014. Making Hispanics: How activists, bureaucrats, and media constructed a 

new American. University of Chicago Press. 

 

Lee, Jennifer C. and Samuel Kye. 2016. “Racialized Assimilation of Asian Americans.” 

American Review of Sociology 42:253-273. 

 

Martínez, Daniel E. and Kelsey E. Gonzalez. 2021. “Panethnicity as a Primary Identifier  

among Latino-Hispanics in the United States.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 44(4):595-617. 

 

Mora, G. Cristina, Reuben Perez, and Nicholas Vargas. 2022. “Who Identifies as ‘Latinx’? The 

Generational Politics of Ethnoracial Labels.” Social Forces 100(3): 1170-1194. 

 

Thompson, Jack, and Daniel E. Martínez. 2022. “Linked Fate, Cumulative Discrimination, and 

Panethnic Identification: Awareness and Use of ‘Latinx’ among a Nationally Representative 

Sample of Hispanics/Latinos.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 48(19): 4503-4526. 

 

 

RACE, CRIMINALIZATION, AND MASS INCARCERATION 

 

Anderson, Elijah. 2000. Code of the Street: Decency, Violence, and the Moral life of the Inner City. 

WW Norton & Company. 

 

Wacquant, Loic. 2001. “Deadly Symbiosis: When Ghetto and Prison Meet and Mesh.” 

Punishment & Society 3(1): 95-133. 

 

Eitle, David, Stewart J. D’Alessio, and Lisa Stolzenberg. 2002. “Racial Threat and Social 

Control: A Test of the Political, Economic, and Threat of Black Crime Hypotheses.” Social 

Forces 81(2): 557-576. 

 

Behrens, Angela, Christopher Uggen, and Jeff Manza. 2003. “Ballot Manipulation and the 

‘Menace of Negro Domination’: Racial Threat and Felon Disenfranchisement in the United 
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States, 1850–2002.” American Journal of Sociology 109(3): 559-605. 

 

Pager, Devah. 2003. “The Mark of a Criminal Record.” American Journal of Sociology 108(5): 

937-975. 

 

Sampson, Robert J., and Stephen W. Raudenbush 2004. “Seeing Disorder: Neighborhood Stigma 

and the Social Construction of “Broken Windows.” Social Psychology Quarterly 67(4): 319-342. 

 

Pettit, Becky, and Bruce Western. 2004. “Mass Imprisonment and the Life Course: Race and Class 

Inequality in U.S. Incarceration.” American Sociological Review 69 (April:151-169). 

 

Alexander, Michelle. 2010. The New Jim Crow. The New Press. 

 

Rios, Victor. 2011. Punished: Policing the Lives of Black and Latino Boys. New York University 

Press. 

 

Van Cleve, Nicole Gonzalez. 2016. Crook County: Racism and Injustice in America's Largest 

Criminal Court. Stanford University Press. 

 

Miller, Reuben Jonathan. 2021. Halfway Home: Race, Punishment and the Afterlife of Mass 

Incarceration. Little Brown and Co.  


